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Fresh Cuts From Kelly
"Live in each season as it passes; breathe the air, drink the drink, taste the fruit, and resign

yourself to the influence of the earth" - Henry David Thoreau

The short, dark days of winter are quickly transitioning to the beauty of spring.  While I am
not sad to see winter adjourn, it is a little bittersweet to know that sweater weather,

fireplace moments and days without weeding are almost gone.  I am embracing these last
cool, rainy days as Thoreau would want us to do, with the joy of nature no matter what

season.  These are days of daily surprises from Mother Nature, starting here with a grand
entrance from a Daphne followed by a chorus of Lenten Roses.  Next up is a cherry tree in
full bloom and daffodils and tulips making an early entrance to spring. The rhythm each
year is the same, yet it is still a delight to happen upon a blossom at the end of winter.  A

garden planned with sequential blooms is a vision of beauty all year long, and I have
learned much in my years with TGC to develop a palette of plants in our garden to keep it
going from March to October. Even mixing in veggies as suggested by Brie Arthur to keep
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winter interest! 
As we enter the busy days of spring, let us continue to enjoy the season with our exciting
March Membership meeting gathering with fellow GCA Flower arrangers Liz Wozencraft
and Sara Ledbetter from Houston.  Many thanks to our Programs team for an amazing

year!  Many thanks to everyone in our club for your support of Historic Garden Week (April
23&25) and the Spring Sale Committee who is working hard on our April 17th sale and

event!  See you on March 20th!  ~Kelly

HAND PICKED THIS MONTH
IMPORTANT DATES
Wednesday, March 20, 2024

10 a.m. Membership Meeting
St. Stephen's Church

Wednesday, March 27, 2024
Daffodil Day

Virginia Wesleyan University, Virginia Beach

Wednesday, April 3, 2024
9 a.m. Board Meeting

Home of Kelly Armstrong

Tuesday, April 2, 2024
6 p.m. - 8 p.m. Cocktail Party

Home of Christina and Tim McCoy, 4310 Cambridge Road
*Please note this is a date change

Wednesday, April 17, 2024
1 p.m. Spring Plant Sale 

Home of Kelly Armstrong, 8701 River Road

Wednesday, April 17, 2024
5 p.m. - 7 p.m. Candy in the Garden 

8701 River Road

April 20-27, 2024
Historic Garden Week
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Upcoming Program 

March 20, 2024 (Wednesday) 
Program: “Putting the FUN in Flower Arranging” - Liz Wozencraft and Sara Ledbetter,
Garden Club of Houston, GCA Floral Design Judges, Liz - Florescence Flower Show
Chairman 2024 Houston. 
Location: St Stephens Episcopal Church, 6000 Grove Avenue, Parish Hall 
Time: 9:30 a.m. Refreshments, 10 a.m. Program
Hostesses: Bonnie Cricchi, Linda Hanson, Megan Matthews* 

Artistic Exhibits: 
Class I: “Flower Arranging Is Fun!” - Create an arrangement using any materials you have in
your yard. This is the time for members who have been reluctant to enter Artistic Exhibits
to throw caution to the wind and adjust to an arrangement that you find pleasing.
Everyone's a winner today! 
Class II: “A Host of Golden Daffodils” - Envision spring in the garden with daffodils
everywhere. Create an arrangement that shows the joy of winter’s end and flowers in
abundance overflowing and spilling out everywhere. Container of your choice. 
Class III: Spring is Nature’s Way of Saying, “Let’s Party!” - In the Italian Renaissance style
design an arrangement that uses a variety of spring flowers: tulips, daffodils, crocuses, lily
of the valley, and hellebores are all worthy of creating a cheerful spring design that says
“Winter is over!” A Guide to Italian Renaissance design, including container suggestions,
with photos is found on page 4 of the GCV Floral Styles and Design. 
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Horticulture Exhibits: 
Class I: Blooming Branches - Specimen or Collection
Class II: Hellebores Galore - Specimen or Collection
Class III: Bulbs - Specimen or Collection 
Class IV: Surprise Us!

Photography Exhibits: 
Class I: Don’t Be Shy! Submit a photograph of an artistic arrangement. Stretch yourself to
create 
Class II: Preparing to Arrange. Submit a photograph of preparations for creating an
arrangement. Ideas to include buckets of flowers, clippers, work space, vessels
Class III: What’s In Your Garden? Submit a photograph of something special or a unique
perspective from your garden

Come learn from our Floral Design judges from Houston Liz Wozencraft and
Sara Ledbetter. Liz and Sara are a dynamic duo from The Garden Club of Houston who
love sharing with others how to have fun arranging flowers and how to consider the
elements of design while arranging, Liz travels to many GCA Clubs sharing her
knowledge through presentations, demonstrations and workshops. This will be a brief
educational power point on design followed by a demonstration of 5 arrangements . Both
have received many prestigious Flower design awards such as the Harriet DeWale
Pucket Creativity Award and the Dorothy Vietor Munger Award. Both are active in flower
shows around the country and are very forward -thinking towards design and flower
arranging. They love arranging and will help inspire us all to try some new designs and
have some fun! Liz will be a cochairman in 2025 of the Houston Flower Show Florescence.
Liz serves currently as the Zone IX Representative for Floral Design. Zone IX includes
Texas, Tennessee, Louisiana, and Mississippi. Sara has served for many years on the
Finance Committee of GCA and her rightbrain/ leftbrain combined talent is inspiring. She
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currently serves as a Vice Chairman on the GCA Floral Design Committee. We will raffle off
the arrangements at the end of their presentation. Maybe you will be a lucky
winner!!! Welcome Liz and Sara! We thank them for coming to Richmond for The
Tuckahoe Garden Club. We are in for a treat! 
See Liz on Instagram flowershowjunkie

Budget & Gifts
We will vote on our proposed 2024-2025 Budget and Gifts at our March 20th Membership
Meeting.  Click here for BUDGET PROPOSAL and GIFTS PROPOSAL. Please contact
Preston Lee if you have any Gifts questions.  The Finance Committee has completed the
proposed budget for 2024-2025.  The proposed budget was approved at the Board meeting
on February 28th.  Please address any questions to Kathy Watson or another member of
the finance committee.  The final budget will be voted on at the Annual Meeting in May.

Spring Plant Sale & Speaker

Calling all gardeners!! Spring is almost here! Save the date for our annual Spring Plant
Sale Wednesday, April 17 at 1 pm.  This year's sale is pre-order only with forms available
mid-March. To up the fun and gardening know-how for all, in tandem we're hosting a
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fun Gardening speaker, Kent Russell, from Philadelphia from 5-7 pm. Known as the Garden
Guru, his presentation, "Eye Candy in the Garden" should help us all tie our plant purchases
into beautiful displays both in the vase and around our yard.  Tickets are currently on sale
on the website HERE, and include wine and cheese by Kelly's beautiful pool! Bring a friend
or daughter who may be later interested in joining the club. As a little candy dessert Kent
will have a special plant sale of the ones he brings to share after his talk!  Tickets are
limited.  $40 now and $50 at the door if any remain.

Membership
It's a great time to be a TGC member! Lots going on in March and April and we look
forward to having all hands on deck as we welcome Kent Russell, roll out our Annual Spring
Sale and help with Historic Garden Week.

Our newest members will come together for an introductory Exhibits Workshop prior to our
March meeting to learn all of the ins and outs of preparing exhibits for meetings. Thank
you to Maria and all of those helping with the workshop. We also would love to gather up a
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group to walk down to Taste, following our March meeting at St. Stephens, and have a little
lunch together!

Our spring Flower Hour is scheduled for May 8 out at Historic Tuckahoe where Sue will
lead the young ladies on a spring garden walk and walk through 'Gardening 101' for these
new gardeners. An evite will be sent to all participating young women.

Reminder: Any request for a change in membership status must be received by March 31st

Historic Garden Week

Historic Garden week is right around the corner! This year Garden week will be April 20-
27th. TGC is responsible for filling many volunteer slots for flower arrangers, hostesses,
transportation and hospitality. The HGW 2024 hostess and flower arranging sign up genius
is below. Remember, each member is required to sign up for at least one shift. Please feel
free to sign up for more than one, we have a lot of shifts to fill this year! Head hostess and
flower arrangers have already been assigned. If you do not sign up, we will assign you a
shift. Please remember, if you have a conflict with your assignment, you are responsible for
switching with another member or finding a substitute. If you have any questions or make
a switch, please contact Melinda Smith 804-564-4230 or Catherine Driscoll 804-833-4949.
HGW proceeds fund the restoration and preservation of Virginia’s historic public gardens
around the state. It is going to be a very special week after so many months of planning!
Sign ups are due by March 15th. Click HERE for Sign up.
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Garden Club of Virginia

Garden Club of America
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Conservation
A Conservation Conversation
A great read from The Sunday Times - UK, Saturday January 27,
2024, http:\\www.thetimes.co.uk - “Seven Reasons Why There’s More Good News on
Climate Change than You Think” by Hannah Ritchie, a data scientist at Oxford
University. Ritchie discusses “7 key points to understand the (environmental) position we’re
in today, and what we can do to tackle the climate crisis head-on.” She encourages us to:
1. Focus on the progress against climate change that the world has made, e.g.,
emissions of gases that deplete our ozone layer have fallen by more than 99% over recent
years.
2. Resolve to take individual actions that make the biggest impact in reducing your
carbon footprint. Drive less, carpool more, or switch to a more plant-based diet.
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3. Feel hopeful because clean energy solutions and alternatives are much more
affordable, and they are being implemented much more quickly around the world!

Virginia Conservation Lobby Days - January 30 & 31, 2024
Ellen Buoyer, Fran McDermott & Cabell West represented TGC at Virginia’s General
Assembly Session. We met with State Senator Lamont Bagby and Luke Sweeney,
legislative aide to House Representative Betsy B. Carr, to ask for their support on key GCV
recommended environmental bills, such as tree conservation during land development,
funds for forest sustainability, invasive species management, and monitoring & reporting
of PFAs (toxic “forever” chemicals) by manufacturers. Check www.gcv.org for the GCV list
of recommended environmental bills by number. Track any bill’s status at
www.virginiageneralassembly.gov under “Search Legislation with LIS” by entering the bill’s
number.

 TGC Social Media Challenge - Let’s celebrate the entire month of April, Native Plant
month, by sending your photographs or artwork of native plants in your garden, for

posting on the TGC Instagram page.  Details and instructions will follow. 
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Conservation Pop-Up Event - Join us for a native plants nature walk at Lewis Ginter
on April 18!  You must register HERE
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